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Post 172 hosted the American Legion National Commander: On September 4, during a visit to 

Washington state, National Commander Dan K. Wiley traveled to Bainbridge Island, along with his 

aide Doug Hensley, our Washington State Department Commander Al Jensen, and our Department 

Adjutant Barb Lombrano. The group assembled at Colin Hyde Post 172 Legion Hall to meet our 

members and to tour our Hall which showcased our Bud Hawk Memorial Park, memorabilia display 

curated by member Mick Hersey, along with our original oil painting of Franklin D’Olier, the first 

National Commander of the American Legion from 1919-1920. The painting was donated to our Post 

by D’Olier’s grandson, Frank Stowell-D’Olier, who was also at the event and gave an inspiring speech 

about his grandfather’s legacy. Commander Wiley enjoyed meeting our Legion Family members 

including our Auxiliary and SAL squadron representatives.  

Afterwards, a fantastic luncheon featuring Northwest flavors was enjoyed by over 50 Post 172 

members and guests, including Bainbridge Island City officials, our Police and Fire Department 

representatives, and other local Third District Legionnaires. Commander Wiley gave brief remarks 

highlighting his priorities including American Legion’s “Be the One” mission to prevent veteran 

suicide, and “Better Together” which highlights the American Legion Family working and supporting 

each other. During their visit, Commander Wiley and his entourage also toured the Bainbridge Island 

Japanese American Exclusion Memorial. We are very proud to have been chosen to host this special 

event, considering there are over 12,000 Legion Posts worldwide. We have proven that we are one of 

the best Posts in Washington State and will continue to uphold that reputation! Thank you to all who 

helped make this event a success!   

 

  

https://bainbridgeislandpost172.org/
https://tinyurl.com/Post172-FB
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Commander Gary Sakuma’s Message: I can’t believe ten years have gone by as your Post 172 

Commander! I’ve had so many good memories of our Post’s improvements and accomplishments. The 

Legion’s Four Pillars are great guideposts, and our Post is proud to support them all: Veterans Affairs & 

Rehabilitation, Americanism, Children & Youth, and National Security. Please join us as we grow our 

Post, strengthen our programs, and continue our leadership within our Washington State 

Department. Some of our achievements include: 

• We received recognition for quick renewals and member retention. We were one of only four 

posts in our state to meet our 2025 membership goal before January 1.  

o Quick reminder – if you haven’t already, please renew your 2026 membership today. 

Consider a multi-year renewal or “paid up for life” option! You can do it online at 

mylegion.org or send us your membership renewal check.   

• Bainbridge Island Firefighter/EMT (FF) Joe Gaffney was awarded the American Legion 

Department of Washington Humanitarian of the Year award for his off-duty water rescue of a 

kayaker in distress in Rich Passage, who had overturned and was pinned against a buoy and at 

risk of drowning.  

• We awarded two $1,500 scholarships for deserving Bainbridge High School students. 

• We earned over $7,000 to support veterans programs throughout our communities and state 

during our annual Armed Forces Day Poppy Drive at locations around the Island. 

• We sponsored 4 excellent BHS students to attend the Boys and Girls State programs. 

• We sponsored 2 Scout Troops and are proud of their accomplishments listed later. 

• We participated in the Grand Old 4th of July festivities, Memorial Day ceremony, and Patriot 

Day and Veterans Day commemorations.     

My message to you in the future: 

 “Participate” – Do something for our Post 

 “Volunteer” – Make your life worthwhile 

 “Be Happy” – Do something good for someone else 

 “Build your Legacy” – Contribute to this community and country 

I have enjoyed and am proud to be a member of our American Legion Post – I hope you feel the same 

sense of pride and enjoyment that I do! 

Gary Sakuma, Commander of Colin Hyde Post 172 

Special note on Veteran Suicide Awareness: According to the VA’s National Veteran Suicide 

Prevention Annual Report, veteran suicide remains a significant concern. Data indicates that the rate 
of suicide among veterans is over 50% higher than among non-veteran adults, with an estimated 17 

to 22 veterans or servicemembers dying by suicide each day—totaling more than 6,000 individuals 
annually. For those experiencing a mental health crisis, assistance can be reached by calling 988 and 

pressing “1” for the Veterans Crisis Line. Additional information on suicide prevention resources is 

available at: https://www.legion.org/betheone/about. 

 
Legion Membership and Dues: Eligibility criteria for the American Legion is established by Congress 

and covers honorable U.S. military service from the period WWII until today. Our Post year began July 

1, and our national headquarters has been sending out 2026 renewal notices. Like many others, 
inflation has raised our operating costs on many things like heating oil, supplies, and government fees. 

This unfortunately means we needed to raise our Post 172 annual dues to $60 to keep up with our 

https://www.legion.org/betheone/about
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rising costs. You can go online (http://www.legion.org) to renew and pay your dues. If you have any 

question or concern about dues affordability, please contact our Adjutant, Van Badzik: 360 340-0957/ 

Post172Adjutant@gmail.com 

 

COLIN HYDE POST 172 POST OFFICERS 2025 - 2026 

* Commander Gary Sakuma (360) 930-4443 / g.samurai22@gmail.com 

   Past Commander Fred Scheffler (206) 842-0900/ fjsusa@comcast.net  

* 1st Vice Commander Cindy McCall (206) 247-8643/ lulu98110@gmail.com 

*2nd Vice Commander Vacant  

*Adjutant Van Badzik (360) 340-0957 / Post172Adjutant@gmail.com 

*Finance Officer Herb Martin (206) 842-4822 / hbombm@gmail.com  

*Judge Advocate Matt Klous (360) 265-5701 / mklous@yahoo.com 

*Members at Large 

Bill Beck (206) 565-3214 / aocbeck@hotmail.com  

Mick Hersey (360) 535-3886 / mailto:mick143fely@hotmail.com 

Bill Woods (206) 406-3002 / sheprdog@comcast.net  

Chaplain Vacant  

Public Affairs Officer Matt Kenneway (206) 201-3407 / Mkenneway@me.com  

Historian Jim Walkowski (206) 842-2377 walkowskijim70@gmail.com  

*Refers to those positions on Post 172 Post Executive Committee 

 
Veteran Service Officer (VSO) : Support and service to our fellow veterans is paramount to the 

American Legion’s mission. We have an active Post VSO who can help you with your benefits and can 

also refer you to other services where you can get the help you need.  Contact Gary Sakuma – (360) 

930-4443 /  g.samurai22@gmail.com 

 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 172  

President Gia Doyle’s Message: As we enjoy the final days of summer, I want to welcome you back to 

another exciting year with the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 172! We're proud to continue our 

mission of honoring and supporting our veterans, active-duty service members, and their families—

and we’re so glad to have you with us. 

🎉 We Did It! Thanks to your dedication, we met our membership goal 100% for 2024–2025—and 

that’s something to celebrate! 🙌 Thank you for making it happen. Let’s do it again this year and 

make it 2 in a row! 

🎯 Membership Renewal Time: Your 2025–2026 renewal form will be arriving soon. Dues are $45, 

and renewing promptly helps us meet our membership goals and keep our programs running strong. 

There are three easy ways to renew:  

📬 By mail (return your renewal notice) 

☎️ By phone: (317) 569-4570 

💻 Online: www.legion-aux.org/renew 

  

🌟 Know Someone Who Might Want to Join the American Legion Auxiliary? We’re always looking for 

new members! Eligibility includes male and female spouses, grandmothers, mothers, sisters, and 

http://www.legion.org/
mailto:Post172Adjutant@gmail.com
mailto:g.samurai22@gmail.com
mailto:fjsusa@comcast.net
mailto:Post172Adjutant@gmail.com
mailto:hbombm@gmail.com
mailto:mklous@yahoo.com
mailto:aocbeck@hotmail.com
mailto:mick143fely@hotmail.com
mailto:sheprdog@comcast.net
mailto:Mkenneway@me.com
mailto:walkowskijim70@gmail.com
mailto:g.samurai22@gmail.com
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direct/adopted female descendants of American Legion members. Bring a guest to a meeting or have 

them reach out to me directly—we’d love to welcome them into our community. 

📞 Contact Me Anytime: If you have questions, ideas, or would just like to chat: 

Cell: 949-339-9749 Email: giannine@yahoo.com 

Sunday Bingo: Doors open at 11:00 a.m. / Early birds at 12:30 pm / Regular games at 1:00 pm 

Bingo is the main fund raiser for our Auxiliary for Veterans causes and projects. Please come and have 

fun!  Our Kitchen Foodie Kay Allen will have something good to eat, we ask for a donation of $8.00. 
We also have snacks including cold drinks, coffee (k-cups), and a variety of candys and chips to 

purchase. If you have open time to volunteer, we sure can use your help. Please consider and contact 

Rena Beyke @ 206 999-9510 and volunteer to help! 

Sons of the American Legion (SAL): All male descendants, adopted sons and stepsons of members of 

The American Legion, along with male descendants of veterans who died in service, are eligible for 

membership in SAL. Dues are $20 per year. Bill Beck is Acting Commander of the S.A.L. Meetings are 

held at the American Legion Hall on the 1st Thursday at 6:00. Call Bill Beck (206-842-6839) or John 

Wilson (206-842-8462) for more information. 

New Members: Welcome aboard to all who our American Legion Family members who recently 

joined our Post and Auxiliary!  

Tim Bomke (Post) Michael Brown (Post) Elizabeth Court (Post) 

Michael Yund (Post) Gia Doyle (Aux) Mary Heino (Aux 

Boys and Girls State programs: These fantastic week-long programs offer opportunities for high 

school juniors to participate in a one-week, hands-on learning and leadership experience focused on 

local and state governments. If you know of any interested students or if you would sponsor one or 

more students for the 2025 sessions, please contact Van Badzik at 360-340-0957 or 

bainbridgeboysstate@gmail.com. 

Scholarships: Van Badzik is our Scholarship Chairman. During the BHS Senior Awards Night in June, 
our Post awarded two $1000 scholarships: 

• Hannah Deets was awarded the “Mo” Nakata American Legion Scholarship 

• Zachary Gonyea awarded the Vietnam Veterans Memorial American Legion Scholarship 

There are several other scholarships available for students through the American Legion. You can 

learn more about them at our Washington Department website: https://walegion.org/scholarships/ 

 

Sponsored Scouting America Units 

Troop 1804 has had a busy scout year and added 6 new members. Scouts participated in the Grand 

Old Fourth parade with a booth and walking alongside our Veteran members from the American 

Legion Hall. 

The year included hiking, snow caving on Rainier, skiing, Whitewater rafting, cupcake cooking, 

advancement meetings, and scout led activities.  

Order of Arrow new scout members consist of Annie Dunn, Alexis Peterson, Kylee Saeed, and Lucy 
Saeed, along with scout leaders Cherry Jackson and Jennifer Saeed. Lillian Jackson earned the next OA 

https://walegion.org/scholarships/
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Achievement, Brotherhood. She was also reelected as secretary for our regional chapter Mox Kar-Po 

and will carry on responsibility into 2026.  

Two new Eagle Projects were completed. Lillian Jackson’s project, “Find the Note”, is a community 

music themed scavenger hunt. Elizabeth “Allie” Paulson-Houser’s project “Book Barn”, is a Free Little 

Library located at Helpline.  

Claudia "Annie" Dunn received her God and Country Award with fellow scouts participating on Scout 

Sunday. 

Our scouts ended the summer at Camp Easton along the lake of Coeur d'Alain, Idaho. Campfires, 

service projects, merit badges, zip lining, and Lumberjack Awards were presented. 

1804 looks forward to a new scout year starting back in September on Mondays at 7pm. For 
information, contact Scoutmaster Cherry Jackson at ladycherrybug@gmail.com  

Troop 1564 also had an active 2024-2025 season including backpacking, camping, snow caving on Mt. 

Rainier, skiing, whitewater rafting, and Aviation Day at Seatac. 

The troop has 17 registered scouts, two of whom earned their Eagle rank: Bennet Hay and Teo Pinzon.  

Bennet Hay’s Eagle project created a new rack for rowing team’s boats at the rowing center.  Teo’s 
project cleared an area at Strawberry Hill for the new bike trail and created ‘Habitat piles’ for wildlife.  

On leadership development, 1564's current Senior Patrol Leader, Fairbanks Jackson recently 

completed BSA's National Youth Leadership Training program at Camp Edward. Additionally Fairbanks 
Jackson and Erhen Von Ibsch were inducted in the Order of the Arrow, and Patrick Jackson earned the 

Brotherhood achievement. 

12 Scouts attended summer camp at Camp Easton along the lake of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. Campfires, 
service projects, merit badges, zip lining, and Lumberjack Awards were presented. 

A group of our older scouts completed a High Adventure trek at Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico, 

backpacking 50+ miles through rugged terrain while achieving multiple awards. In addition, this group 

completed the Hiking merit badge while preparing in the months prior.  

Looking ahead, we have one Life scout who is planning their Eagle projects: Fairbanks Jackson.  We 
have our final summer fun meeting planned in August at Battle Point park and will be returning to 

regular Monday meetings at the American Legion hall starting In September.  

We will be celebrating the summer's achievements and starting the year off with a Court of Honor 
and dinner at Fay Bainbridge on Sept 14. We have many exciting plans for the year ahead and are 

grateful for the support of the American Legion Colin Hyde Post 172 in making this program possible 

for our youth. Our scoutmaster is Patrick Jackson, and you can contact him at 
patjackson52@gmail.com 

 

Taps: With sadness in our hearts, we recognize, pass along condolences to the family and friends, and 

play the final “Taps” for our comrades who have joined “Post Everlasting” 

9/3/2023 Joan Edna Watte (Auxiliary) 
6/22/2024 Robert Delorey (Post) 

9/13/2024 John Murray (Post) 
12/26/2024 Everett “Pete” Paup (Post)  
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Post 172 Calendar, 2024/2025 
Use a magnet to put this on your refrigerator!  

 
ALL SUNDAYS:  BINGO starts at 12:30pm (occasionally cancelled) 

 
Legion Post 172 Membership Meetings:  Usually First Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm  

• As needed, Commander may call meeting on third Thursday of Month, 7:00pm 

• No regular membership meetings held in July or August 

• Post Executive Committee (PEC) meets quarterly or as called by the Commander 

 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 172:  

• Project meeting – First Thursday of each month, 6:30pm  

• Business meeting – Third Thursday of month, 6:30pm. 

• From Nov 4, 2024 – Mar 9, 2025 (non-Daylight Savings Time), Auxiliary meetings are on first 
and third Mondays at 1:00 p.m.  

• No regular membership meetings held in June – August 

 
Sons of the American Legion Post 172 Membership Meetings:  First Thursday of each 
month, 6:00pm  
 
Scouting America Units: All Mondays during school year - 7:00 - 8:30pm unless 
cancelled or rescheduled by Scoutmasters of Troops 1564/1804. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS/RECOGNITIONS 
 
Sep 4, 2025 (Thursday): National Commander Visit and Luncheon at Post (see story in 
Newsletter) – NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 
Sep 18, 2025 (Thursday): 7:00pm Legion Regular meeting, official Annual Meeting of 
Post 172 – Please attend if you are able!  
 
Nov 2, 2025 (Sunday): Daylight savings time ends. Auxiliary meetings will shift to 
Mondays at 1:00pm starting on Nov 6.  
 
Nov 11, 2025 (Tuesday): Veterans Day Observance, 12:00pm, Legion Hall 
 
Dec 13, 2025 (Saturday): Legion Christmas Party & Potluck, 1:00pm 

https://bainbridgeislandpost172.org/
https://tinyurl.com/Post172-FB
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Jan 3, 2026 (Saturday) (Tentative): Scouts Christmas Tree Pickup, 8:00am 
 
Mar 9, 2026 (Sunday): Daylight savings time begins - Auxiliary meetings will 
be back to Thursdays at 6:30 pm starting April 2. 
 
Apr 2, 2026 (Thursday): Auxiliary Unit meeting, 1st Nomination of Officers – 6:30pm. 

• Legion Regular meeting, 1st Nomination of Officers – 7:00pm. 
 
Apr 16, 2026 (Thursday) Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Nomination of Officers – 6:30pm. 
                                                          
May 7, 2026 (Thursday): Auxiliary meeting, 3rd Nomination of Officers - 6:30pm. 

• Legion Regular meeting, 2nd Nomination of Officers – 7:00pm. 
 
May 16/17, 2026 (Saturday/Sunday): Armed Forces Day & Annual Poppy  
Donations –   9:00am– 4:00pm.   

• Ace Hardware, Bainbridge Island Ferry Dock, Safeway, Town & Country 

 
May 21, 2026 (Thursday): Auxiliary meeting, Election of Officers – 6:30pm. 

• Legion Regular meeting, 3rd Nomination & Election of Officers – 7:00pm. 
                                                          
May 23, 2026 (Saturday): Flags placed on Bainbridge Island Veterans graves, 9:00am 
 
May 25, 2026 (Monday): Memorial Day Observance  

• 10:30am: Legion members meet at Legion Hall 

• 11:40am – 12:15pm:  BHS Veterans Memorial Monument - Memorial Service. 

• 12:40 – 1:30pm: Assemble at Bud Hawk Memorial Park for Memorial Service (POW/MIA). 

• 1:00 – 3:00 pm: Refreshments and Open House at Legion Hall. 

 
June 4, 2026 (Thursday): 7:00pm Legion Regular meeting, Initiation and Installation of 
Officers. 
 
June 14, 2026 (Sunday) 10:00am:  Flag Day Retirement Ceremony. 
Public Welcome! 
 
July 4, 2026 (Saturday): Bainbridge Island Grand Old Fourth, 9:00am - 5pm 

• 9:00am - 5pm: Legion Booth at Waterfront Park  

• 12:00 - 2:00pm: Grande Ole 4th Parade – Legion Colorguard leads the parade. 

 
Aug 6, 2026 (Thursday) 10:30am Legion Post Executive Committee 
meeting. 


